
 
 

Introduction 

I hope this edition finds you all well 
and enjoying the warm weather. Recently we’ve 
had a number of Catalytic converters stolen from 
vehicles across the county as well as increases in 
comments on social media regarding concerns 
around the very emotive subject of dog theft. 
This edition will hopefully provide some useful 
advice as well as alleviate some concerns.  

  

Catalytic Converter Thefts 

Police are asking for information or CCTV footage 
after a number of thefts of catalytic converters in 
Norfolk and are warning people to be security-
conscious of their vehicles. 

The first theft was from a blue Honda CR-V 
parked on Dereham Road, New Costessey, 
Norwich, and happened between 8am and 4pm 
on Monday (27 July 2020). Crime reference: 
36/50842/20.  

Police are looking for CCTV/doorbell camera 
footage of a black car in Tennyson way or 
Woodlands Way, Thetford, after a second theft 
from a silver VW Golf in a communal car park off 
Masefield Walk, Thetford, at 7.14pm on Tuesday 
(28 July 2020). Two men were seen getting out of 
the car, one was wearing a black top with ‘BOSS’ 
on the front, carrying a portable yellow saw. 
Crime reference: 36/51144/20. 

In a third theft, a catalytic converter was stolen 
from a white Toyota Auris in Whitlingham Lane, 
Trowse between 11am and 3.30pm yesterday (29 
July 2020). Crime reference: 36/51322/20 

Another report on the same day found a grey 
Toyota Prius being tampered with in Kirby Road, 
Trowse at 12.47pm. Two men were seen trying to 
jack a car up. Crime reference: 36/51284/20 

A fifth report yesterday (29 July 2020) saw a 
catalytic converter being stolen from a silver car 
in the South Norfolk Council car park in Park 
Road, Diss at around 11.30am to 2.30pm . Crime 
reference 36/51359/20. 
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Op Randall Rural Crime WhatsApp Group  

I’m still currently looking to increase numbers on the police rural crime WhatsApp group, so if you are 
interested feel free to drop me an email james.wonnacott@norfolk.pnn.police.uk providing your 
name, dob, address and a brief outline of what you could bring to the group by way or your job, 
expertise, position or anything else you think may be relevant.  



 
 

Officers are advising the public not to approach 
the suspects but to call police on 999 in an 
emergency and 101 to report a crime. 

Please can vehicle owners be vigilant by: 

 Keeping private vehicles parked in secure 
garages where possible and if no garage is 
available, in a well-lit public area.   

 Keep commercial vehicles in a locked 
building or compound 

 Use alarms, lighting and CCTV to deter 
thieves. 

Anyone with information or who knows who is 
responsible should contact police quoting the 
relevant crime number. 

Alternatively, contact Crimestoppers 100% 
anonymously on 0800 555 111, or via their online 
form: www.crimestoppers-uk.org 

 

Police Target illegal off-road vehicles – Thetford 
Forest 

 

Police stopped 64 vehicles on Thetford Forestry 
land during a two-day multi-agency operation 
over the weekend (25/26 July 2020) following 
reports of illegal off-road vehicle use.  

South Breckland Safer Neighbourhood Team and 
the Suffolk Rural Crime Team alongside members 
of Suffolk Special Constabulary and Norfolk Drone 
Units worked with Forestry England on the 
Norfolk and Suffolk side of the border over a full 
weekend of high-visibility action as part of 
Operation RESHAPE20. 

A total of 64 vehicles were stopped by police 
across both force areas and explanations given by 
officers to some riders that people can be 
prosecuted under the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 or have vehicles seized under Section 59 
of the Police Reform Act 2002 for using vehicles 
such as quad bikes and off-road bikes. 

PC Les Maguire said: "We used all-terrain and 4x4 
vehicles for off-road patrols. The intention is to 
make the forest a no-go zone for illegal riding, 
which is basically anywhere in the forest which is 
not a public byway, and use enforcement where 
applicable to prosecute offenders." 

Many protected species and their respective 
habitats are being destroyed and disturbed by 
people illegally riding motorbikes through the fire 
breaks, the gaps cleared in the forest to ensure 
fires do not spread out of control as oppose to 
legal use of the byways. 

PC Maguire added: "Police also spoke with many 
responsible legal users of byways over the 
weekend. The vast majority were only too happy 
to speak with us and we welcome their 
responsible attitude." 

To use the byways with any motor vehicle, the 
driver or rider must have a road-legal vehicle and 
be fully insured and use the routes responsibly. If 
vehicles are racing for example, councils can close 
them down since they are also shared-use rights-
of-way for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders. 

 

 



 
 

Reports of Dog Theft 

We are aware of posts on social media by 
members of the public, sharing concerns around 
dog thefts. Reported thefts of dogs in Norfolk are 
low and we have investigated six thefts since May 
this year, some of which relate to ownership 
disputes.  

We take the thefts of pets seriously, and ask dog 
owners to ensure their premises are secure and 
pets are supervised. Anyone who has information 
relating to the theft of pets, or is concerned after 
witnessing suspicious activity should call us on 
101. 

If you’ve recently moved home, it is also 
important to have your pets microchip 
information updated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CCTV Appeal – King’s Lynn 

Police are appealing for help to identify a man 
following a theft in King’s Lynn. 

Fence panels worth more than £1,000 were 
stolen from a premise in Clenchwarton Road 
between Tuesday 16 June and Monday 22 June 
2020. 

Officers have released a CCTV image of a man 
they would like to speak to following the incident. 

Anyone who may recognise the man, or anyone 
with information, should contact PC Ryan Turner 
at Downham Market Police Station on 101 
quoting reference number 36/41019/20. 

Alternatively contact Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111.

 

James Wonnacott I james.wonnacott@norfolk.pnn.police.uk 


